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Down by the sparkling river, where the water sings over

smooth stones, Pip the otter kept a tiny workshop. She wore a

teal canvas apron with deep pockets and a little leather tool

belt holding a tiny hammer and screwdriver. Her warm brown

fur and creamy tan belly always smelled of fresh wood and

river breeze. Pip loved fixing things more than anything else in

the world.
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Pip's workshop was a cozy nook under a willow tree, filled with

tiny tools, wooden scraps, and jars of shiny nails. Animals from

all along the river knew that if a toy broke, Pip could mend it.

She had bright amber eyes and long whiskers that twitched

with joy whenever she worked. Every repair made her tail wag

happily.
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One sunny morning, Lila the rabbit hopped up the path. Her

long ears drooped, and she carried a little woven basket.

Inside was a wooden boat with a cracked hull and a broken

sail. "My boat won't float anymore," Lila whispered, her sky-

blue scarf fluttering. "Can you fix it, Pip?" Pip smiled warmly.

"Let's see what we can do!"
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Pip turned the little boat over in her small paws. The wood was

split, and the mast wobbled. She tried glue, but the crack

opened again. "I need something stronger," she muttered, her

whiskers twitching. Lila watched with big dark eyes, hoping

her toy could be saved. Pip didn't want to give up, but she

wasn't sure what to try next.
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Just then, a friendly voice rumbled from the riverbank. "Having

trouble with that wood?" It was Bramble the beaver, large and

sturdy, with a flat wide tail and big front teeth. He wore a

mustard-yellow vest with a red pencil tucked behind one ear.

Bramble knew everything about wood and how to make it last.

5



Bramble picked up the broken boat and examined it closely.

"Wood is strong when you help it," he said. "First, we clean the

crack. Then we add a small wooden patch and glue it well.

Last, we press it tight and let it dry." Pip watched carefully, her

amber eyes wide. "I never thought of strengthening it like

that!" she said.

6



Bramble showed Pip how to make thin wooden splints from

scrap pieces. "These little strips make the weak parts

stronger," he explained. "They help the toy last longer, so you

don't have to throw it away." Pip nodded and got to work. She

glued and pressed and smoothed until the boat's hull was firm

again. Lila's ears perked up with excitement.
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When the glue dried, Pip painted the boat a bright red and

added a fresh sail. Lila clapped her paws. "It's better than

before!" she cheered. She ran off to tell her friends about Pip's

tiny workshop. Soon, word spread along the river. Everyone

wanted to know about the clever otter who could fix broken

toys.
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The next day, more animals arrived. A hedgehog brought a

wagon with a wobbly wheel. A mouse had a toy drum with a

torn skin. Each one looked worried, but Pip greeted them all

with a cheerful smile. Her tool belt jingled as she worked.

"One at a time," she said kindly. "We'll fix them all."
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Pip remembered Bramble's lesson. For the wagon, she made a

strong wooden axle. For the drum, she stretched a new skin

and tied it tight. Every toy got a little extra care. She reused

old parts and saved every scrap. "Repairing is better than

throwing away," she told the animals. They watched with wide

eyes as their broken toys became whole again.
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One afternoon, Bramble came back to visit. He saw the

workshop bustling with happy animals. "You've learned well,"

he said, his hazel eyes twinkling. "But remember, the best

repair is one that keeps things out of the river." Pip nodded.

She hadn't thought about where broken toys ended up.

Bramble's words made her think.
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Pip gathered everyone around. "When we fix our toys, we

make less waste," she said. "And less waste means a cleaner

river for all of us." The animals nodded. Lila raised her paw.

"Let's promise to always try to repair first!" Everyone cheered.

They spent the afternoon picking up litter along the riverbank

and sorting what could be reused.
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From that day on, Pip's workshop became the heart of the

river community. She taught others how to mend and

strengthen their toys. Bramble often stopped by to help, his

flat tail slapping the water happily. The animals learned to

reuse what they had, and the river grew cleaner and happier.

Pip's tiny workshop was always busy, and her heart was full.
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The river sparkled brighter than ever. Fish swam in clear

water, and birds sang in the willow tree. Lila's boat sailed

smoothly, and the drum played a happy beat. Every toy that

was fixed told a story of care and cleverness. Pip knew that

even small repairs could make a big difference for the world

around them.

14



One evening, as the sun set behind the trees, Pip sat by the

river with Bramble. "You taught me that mending is a kind of

magic," she said. Bramble smiled. "You taught yourself that,"

he replied. "And you taught all of us." They watched the river

flow peacefully, knowing that every fixed toy helped keep it

that way.
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And so, the otter's tiny workshop remained a place of joy and

learning. Animals came from far and wide with their broken

toys, and left with treasures made new. They learned that

repairing reduces waste and keeps the river clean and happy.

Pip's amber eyes shone as she worked, her long whiskers

twitching with pride. The river sang on, grateful for every

small repair.
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