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In a hidden corner of the world, there was a magical garden.

Flowers of every color bloomed there, and butterflies danced

in the sunlight. One day, a boy named Leo found a small gate.

It was covered in vines, but Leo pushed it open. He stepped

inside, his heart beating with wonder. Leo had warm light-

brown skin, short wavy chestnut-brown hair, and big round

hazel eyes full of curiosity.
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Leo walked along a winding path. The garden smelled of honey

and roses. Suddenly, he heard a tiny chirp. Behind a bush, he

saw a little creature. It was a baby phoenix, no bigger than a

small cat! The phoenix had soft golden-orange downy feathers,

a tiny flame-red crest, and big round amber eyes. He looked

scared and alone.
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Leo knelt down and smiled. 'Hello, little one,' he said softly.

'I'm Leo. I won't hurt you.' The phoenix blinked his big amber

eyes. He had a thin braided grass anklet on one leg. Leo

wondered who had made it. Slowly, the phoenix hopped closer.

Leo offered a piece of bread from his green canvas satchel.

The phoenix nibbled it and chirped happily.
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Leo named the phoenix Spark. Spark liked to play hide-and-

seek among the flowers. But whenever Leo threw a leaf into

the air, Spark would look up and then hide his head under his

wing. 'What's wrong?' Leo asked. Spark chirped sadly and

pointed his beak at the sky. Leo understood. Spark was afraid

to fly.
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Leo patted Spark's soft back. 'It's okay to be scared,' he said.

'We can practice together.' Spark looked at Leo with hopeful

amber eyes. So they began. Leo held Spark up to a low branch.

'Just hop to the next leaf,' he said. Spark took a deep breath

and fluttered his small wings. He landed on the leaf! It was a

tiny flight, but it was a start.
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Every day, Leo came to the garden. He brought Spark treats

and made up games. 'Let's fly to that flower,' Leo would say.

Spark would hesitate, then leap. His wings would buzz, and he

would land on the flower. Each time, he flew a little farther.

Leo clapped and cheered. 'You did it, Spark!' The little

phoenix's eyes shone with pride.
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One afternoon, a gust of wind blew Spark off a branch. He

tumbled through the air! He flapped his wings wildly and

landed in a soft bush. He was scared but not hurt. Leo ran to

him. 'You flew! Well, sort of,' Leo laughed gently. 'And you're

safe. Let's try again.' Spark realized that even a fall didn't stop

him.

7



Leo made a game called 'Step by Step'. He placed leaves in a

line, each one a little higher. 'Fly to the first leaf,' he said.

Spark did. 'Now the second.' Spark did. Each flight was short,

but he grew braver. Sometimes he wobbled, but Leo was

always there to catch him if he fell. Spark began to trust his

wings.
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Weeks passed. Spark's wings grew stronger. He could fly from

the ground to a low branch, then to a higher one. Leo cheered

every tiny success. 'You're so brave!' he would say. Spark's

flame-red crest stood tall with confidence. He even tried flying

in small circles. The garden seemed to sparkle whenever

Spark flew.
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One day, Leo brought a special treat: a shiny red berry. 'If you

can fly to the top of the garden wall, you can have this,' he

said. Spark looked at the high wall. It seemed very far. But he

wanted that berry. He took a deep breath, ran a few steps, and

launched into the air. He flapped and flapped, climbing higher

and higher. Then he landed on the wall!

10



Spark stood on the wall, looking down at Leo. Leo clapped and

cheered. 'You did it! You flew all the way up!' Spark felt a

warm glow inside. He had been afraid, but he had done it

anyway. He let out a happy chirp that echoed through the

garden. The berry tasted sweeter than ever.
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From that day, Spark wasn't afraid anymore. He flew around

the garden every day, sometimes high, sometimes low. He and

Leo played tag among the flowers. Spark's glowing tail tips left

a trail of light. Leo laughed and ran after him. The magical

garden was filled with joy.
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Leo learned something important: courage doesn't come all at

once. It grows a little bit each day, like a seed. Spark learned it

too. He still remembered his first tiny hop. Now he could fly

high above the garden. And he knew that Leo had believed in

him all along.

13



One sunny morning, Spark flew so high he touched the clouds.

Leo watched from below, his heart full. 'You're a real phoenix

now!' he called. Spark swooped down and landed on Leo's

shoulder. He nuzzled Leo's cheek. They were best friends, and

they had helped each other grow.
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So if you ever feel afraid, remember Spark. Courage is like a

little flame. It starts small, but with practice and a friend, it

can grow into something bright and wonderful. Leo and Spark

still meet in the magical garden. And every day, they fly a little

higher.
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The garden gate is always open for those who believe. Leo's

green canvas satchel hangs by the door, ready for another

adventure. Spark's braided grass anklet reminds them of the

day they met. And high above the flowers, a little phoenix flies,

showing that courage grows step by step, one small flight at a

time.
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