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Leo was a curious boy with a gap-toothed smile and round

glasses that always slid down his nose. One Saturday, he

walked to the little park near his house, carrying his canvas

satchel of library books. A blue butterfly fluttered past his

yellow sneakers and landed on a low stone wall. Behind the

wall, Leo spotted a narrow path he had never seen before.
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The path ended at a crooked green door with a tiny brass sign

that said ANIMAL LIBRARY. Leo pushed the door open and

gasped. Books floated gently above the shelves like sleepy

birds, and soft lanterns glowed in every corner. A plump owl in

a green scarf peered over his spectacles and blinked his round

amber eyes. "Welcome, welcome! I am Ollie, the keeper," he

hooted.
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Ollie carried a book under one wing and looked a little

worried. "Our stories are all mixed up," he said, waving a

feathered arm at the shelves. "Nobody can find their favorite

adventures anymore." Leo pushed his glasses up and smiled

his gap-toothed smile. "I love organizing things," he said. "My

satchel is full of books, and I know just where to start!"
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Just then, a small white rabbit bounced out from behind a

shelf. One floppy ear had a blue ribbon, and her tiny satchel

spilled carrot-shaped bookmarks onto the floor. "I'm Pippa!"

she chirped. "I can carry books and sort them by color!" Ollie

clapped his wings softly. "Splendid," he said, "but first, Leo,

you must meet someone small and wise who lives near the

fairy tales."
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Bramble the hedgehog peeked out from a cozy nook, wearing a

knitted orange vest and a little round cap. He held a rolled-up

map under one tiny paw. "I know every shelf," he said shyly,

"but the books are too heavy for me." Leo knelt down and

smiled. "Then you can be our map reader," he said. "Pippa and

I will do the lifting."
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The three friends began at the tallest shelf, where dusty books

leaned like tired old trees. Pippa sorted them by color,

Bramble checked the map, and Leo read each title aloud. Ollie

nodded wisely and wrote everything in his little notebook. "The

animal stories go on the top shelf," he said, "and the adventure

books near the window."
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All afternoon they worked, and the library began to glow with

new light. Pippa found a book about a garden and hugged it

close. Bramble uncovered a story about a forest at night and

tucked it under his cap. Leo lined up the last row and had a

wonderful idea. "Let's have a reading event," he said. "Every

animal can tell a story from its own point of view!"
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Ollie's round amber eyes grew wide and bright behind his

spectacles. "A reading event!" he hooted. "I haven't heard one

of those in years." Pippa hopped in circles, her ribbon ear

flopping. Bramble twitched his black nose and unrolled his

map again. "We can put cushions by the big window," he said,

"and lanterns along the shelves."
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Leo wrote invitations on small green cards and tucked one

under each animal's door. "Come and share your adventure,"

they said. The next morning, the library filled with chattering

birds, sleepy mice, and a family of beetles. Leo stood by the

door with his satchel and welcomed everyone with a cheerful

grin. Ollie found his favorite chair and rang a tiny brass bell.
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Pippa was first. She sat on a cushion and told about a garden

where the tomatoes grew as tall as trees. "I zoomed down a

beanstalk like a slide!" she squeaked, wiggling her pink nose.

The animals laughed and clapped their paws. Leo pulled a

fresh carrot bookmark from her satchel and marked the page

in the big storybook for everyone to see.
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Next came Bramble, who spoke in a soft, brave voice. He told

about a nighttime forest seen from very low to the ground.

"The mushrooms were towers," he said, "and the puddles were

oceans." The animals leaned closer, and even Ollie forgot to

blink. Leo smiled and thought how big the world looked

through such small, bright eyes.
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Then Ollie shared a story about flying over rooftops at dawn,

and a little mouse told of a crumb that rolled like a boulder.

Every story was different, and every one was wonderful. Leo

looked around at all the happy faces and felt warm inside.

"Everyone sees the world in a special way," he whispered to

Pippa, "and every story helps us see it too."
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After the last story, the animals clapped their paws and wings

and paws again. "Thank you, Leo!" they cheered. Ollie gave

Leo a small brass name tag that said YOUNG LIBRARIAN. "You

sorted our books," he hooted, "and you brought our stories

back to life." Pippa tied a blue ribbon around Leo's satchel,

and Bramble rolled up his map with a proud little smile.
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From then on, Leo visited the Animal Library every Saturday

with books in his satchel and stories in his head. The shelves

stayed tidy, but there was always room for one more

adventure. Ollie kept the brass bell by his chair, ready for the

next reading event. Pippa hid carrot bookmarks in every

corner, and Bramble drew new maps for new shelves.
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One afternoon, Leo sat by the big window and opened his

notebook. He wrote down every animal's story, one by one, so

nobody would forget them. "Every creature has a story," he

read aloud. "A high story, a low story, a quick story, a slow

story." The animals nodded and snuggled into their cushions.
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And that is how a curious boy with round glasses and a gap-

toothed smile helped a forgotten library become a happy place

full of friendship. Whenever you listen closely, you might hear

a story from a bird, a rabbit, or even a hedgehog. Leo learned

that every living creature sees the world in its own special

way, and every story is worth sharing.
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