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In a small village at the edge of a rainforest, a boy named Kito

lived with his family. Kito was eight years old, with warm

brown skin, short curly black hair, and a smile that never

stopped. He loved to explore, and he always carried a small

notebook in his pocket. Every day after school, he wandered

along the forest paths, watching and wondering.
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One morning, Kito's teacher, Ms. Leah, announced a special

project. 'Next week, we will share what we know about the

rainforest,' she said, her glasses glinting. 'Each of you can

choose one amazing thing to study.' Kito's eyes grew wide. He

loved the rainforest more than anything. He decided to find

something truly wonderful to share.
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That afternoon, Kito put on his red backpack and set off into

the forest. The trees were tall and green, and the air smelled

of damp earth and flowers. He walked quietly, listening to the

birds and insects. Suddenly, a small black shape moved in the

branches above. Kito stopped and held his breath. What could

it be?
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Kito crept closer and peeked through the leaves. There,

clinging to a tree trunk, was a sun bear! It was about the size

of a large dog, with short black fur and a golden patch on its

chest. Its long curved claws gripped the bark, and its small

round ears twitched. Kito had never seen a bear so close

before.
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The sun bear began to climb, and Kito watched in awe. It

moved up the trunk as easily as a monkey, its strong claws

hooking into the wood. Higher and higher it went, until it

reached a hollow branch. Kito quickly pulled out his notebook

and pencil. He sketched the bear and wrote: 'Climbs trees with

long claws.'
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At the top, the sun bear poked its long pink tongue into the

hollow. Kito guessed it was looking for honey. The bear licked

and slurped, and a few drops of honey dripped onto its fur.

Kito smiled. 'You really love honey,' he whispered. The bear

paused and looked down at him with gentle dark eyes, then

went back to its treat.
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After a while, the sun bear climbed down and ambled away

into the forest. Kito felt excited. He had discovered something

amazing! He ran home to tell his mother. 'I saw a sun bear, and

it climbed a tree using its claws and tongue!' he said. His

mother smiled. 'You should share that at school,' she said.
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The next day, Kito told Ms. Leah about the sun bear. She

listened with a warm, encouraging expression. 'That's a

wonderful discovery, Kito,' she said. 'Why don't you make an

exhibit about the sun bear's climbing skills? You can show the

class what you learned.' Kito nodded, his mind already buzzing

with ideas.
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At home, Kito worked on his project. He drew pictures of the

sun bear climbing and licking honey. He wrote facts on colorful

paper: 'Sun bears have long claws for climbing' and 'They use

their long tongues to find honey.' He made a small model of a

tree from cardboard and twigs. His red backpack sat nearby,

filled with his notes.
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Kito practiced his presentation in front of his little sister. 'The

sun bear is the best climber in the rainforest,' he said, pointing

to his drawings. His sister clapped. 'I can't wait to show

everyone,' Kito said. He felt a little nervous but mostly proud.

He couldn't wait to share his discovery with his classmates.
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On the day of the exhibit, the classroom was full of colorful

projects. Kito set up his display with the tree model and his

drawings. Ms. Leah smiled and gave him a thumbs-up. When it

was his turn, Kito took a deep breath. 'I want to tell you about

the sun bear,' he began. 'It climbs trees with its long curved

claws.'
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Kito showed how the sun bear uses its long pink tongue to

reach honey. He explained that sun bears live in the rainforest

and need the trees to survive. 'If we cut down the forest, the

sun bears will have nowhere to climb and no honey to eat,' he

said. His classmates listened with wide eyes. 'We should

protect the rainforest!' one of them shouted.
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Ms. Leah nodded. 'That's right,' she said. 'Rainforest

conservation matters because it keeps animals like the sun

bear safe.' Kito felt a warm glow in his chest. He had taught

his friends something important. 'I'm going to keep exploring

and learning,' he said. 'And I'll always protect the forest.'

13



After school, Kito walked home through the edge of the

rainforest. He thought about the sun bear and smiled. He

knew the bear was somewhere in the trees, climbing and

searching for honey. Kito promised himself that he would help

keep the forest safe for the sun bears. He felt proud to be a

friend to the rainforest.
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That evening, Kito drew a picture of the sun bear in his

notebook. He wrote: 'Sun bears are amazing climbers. They

need the rainforest to survive.' He showed it to his mother. 'I'm

going to be a rainforest protector,' he said. His mother hugged

him. 'I know you will,' she said. 'And the sun bears will thank

you.'
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And from that day on, Kito never stopped caring for the forest.

He shared his knowledge with everyone he met, and his

classmates joined him in protecting the trees. The sun bear

continued to climb and find honey, safe in the rainforest. Kito

felt happy and proud, knowing that even a small boy can make

a big difference.
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