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The sun rose over the savanna, painting the grass gold and the

sky pink. Kofi tightened his red backpack and checked his

spiral notebook. Today he would start his very own savanna

science guide. He wanted to write down everything he saw

and draw every animal he met. The savanna was full of

secrets, and Kofi was ready to discover them.
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Kofi walked quietly through the tall grass, his pencil tucked

behind one ear. He saw a family of elephants flapping their big

ears to stay cool. He saw a giraffe stretching its long neck to

nibble acacia leaves. Kofi drew each one in his notebook and

wrote: Giraffe reaches high with long neck. He smiled, proud

of his science guide.
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Then something moved in the bushes ahead. Kofi froze and

held his breath. A slender antelope stepped into the clearing,

with a tan-and-chestnut coat and a white belly. Its neck was

unbelievably long and thin, and its legs looked like delicate

sticks. Kofi had never seen an animal like this before. He

quickly sketched its shape in his notebook.
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The antelope walked to a small acacia tree and stopped. Kofi

expected it to eat the low leaves, like other animals did. But

instead, the gerenuk rose up on its strong hind legs! It stood

tall and balanced, reaching its long neck upward. Kofi's eyes

went wide. "Wow!" he whispered. "It's standing like a dancer!"

He drew the pose carefully, adding arrows to show how it

stretched.

4



The gerenuk stretched higher and higher, nibbling the tender

leaves at the very top of the tree. Kofi noticed something

important: the lower branches were already bare, eaten by

other animals. But the gerenuk could reach the fresh, green

leaves that no one else could. That was its clever trick! Kofi

wrote in his guide: Long neck + strong back legs = tall food.
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A gazelle wandered by and nibbled the low bushes. It glanced

at the gerenuk, but it couldn't reach the high leaves. "You

found the best food," Kofi whispered to the gerenuk. "Your

adaptations help you find food where others can't." He drew a

picture of the gazelle and the gerenuk side by side, with a big

X over the gazelle's reach and a check mark over the

gerenuk's.
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The gerenuk came down and walked gracefully to the next

tree. Kofi followed, careful not to scare her. He watched how

she used her long legs to push through the brush. Her tiny

head turned, her big dark eyes watching for danger. She was

cautious but calm. Kofi added another note: Gerenuk uses

strong legs to walk far for food.
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Kofi sat on a rock and opened his guide. He drew the gerenuk

standing tall, its neck like a giraffe's but its body like a deer's.

He labeled the long neck, the strong hind legs, and the white

belly. He wrote: These adaptations help the gerenuk find food

in tall trees. He felt like a real scientist, observing and

recording every detail.
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Suddenly, a loud crack made Kofi jump. A branch had snapped

off a nearby tree and blocked the gerenuk's path. The antelope

stepped back, unsure. Kofi knew he shouldn't get too close, but

he wanted to help. He carefully moved the branch aside,

making sure it didn't touch the gerenuk. The gerenuk waited,

then walked past, her leaf snack still in her mouth.
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The gerenuk found another acacia tree and rose up again. This

time, Kofi noticed how she balanced with her tail out like a

tightrope walker. He laughed softly. "You're a natural acrobat,"

he whispered. He drew her with a little star next to the

drawing. In his guide, he wrote: Gerenuk balances with its tail

when standing tall. What a clever adaptation!
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Kofi realized he had filled many pages with observations. He

had drawn the savanna, the other animals, and the gerenuk's

special way of eating. He added a big title at the top of the

page: THE GERENUK'S TALL SECRET. He felt proud of his

work. He had learned that animal adaptations help animals

find food in surprising ways.
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As the sun began to set, the gerenuk walked toward the hills.

Kofi packed up his notebook and pencil. He thought about how

the gerenuk's long neck and strong legs were perfect for the

savanna. He smiled, knowing he had captured the gerenuk's

story in his science guide. He couldn't wait to share it with his

friends and family back home.
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On the way back, Kofi met an old man who was a science guide

for visitors. Kofi showed him his notebook. "This is wonderful!"

the man said. "You've drawn the gerenuk exactly right. Not

many people notice how it stands to eat." Kofi beamed. The

man gave him a new pencil as a gift. "Keep observing," he

said. "You're a true scientist."
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That night, Kofi sat by the fire and read his guide from cover to

cover. He drew one last picture: the gerenuk under a starry

sky, its long neck reaching toward a bright star. He wrote:

Adaptations help animals find food. The gerenuk taught me

that. He closed the notebook and hugged it to his chest,

feeling happy and proud.
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The next morning, Kofi showed his guide to his little sister. She

pointed at the gerenuk and giggled. "It stands up like a

person!" she said. Kofi nodded. "Yes, and that's how it finds

food," he explained. "Every animal has a special way to

survive." His sister asked if she could be his helper next time.

Kofi smiled. "Of course!" he said. "We'll be a science team."
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Kofi continued to explore the savanna, adding new pages to his

guide whenever he could. He learned about more animals and

their clever adaptations. But the gerenuk always had a special

place in his notebook. He knew that with curiosity and

patience, he could discover the secrets of the savanna. And he

always carried his pencil, ready to write and draw.
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