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In a cozy town nestled near tall mountains, there lived a

curious boy named Leo. He had warm light brown skin, short

curly black hair, and freckles that danced across his nose.

Every day, he tucked a small notebook into his pocket and set

off to explore. He loved learning about animals, especially

those that lived in faraway places. One morning, his teacher

showed the class a picture of a very special wildcat.
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The wildcat in the picture was round and plump, with dense

grey-brown fur and a flat, round face. Its small ears sat low on

its head, and its yellow-green eyes watched calmly. Leo

learned that it was called a Pallas's cat, and it lived high on

snowy mountains. He stared at the picture, fascinated by its

thick, fluffy tail and its cozy-looking body. 'How does it stay

warm?' he wondered aloud.
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Leo decided to find out everything he could about the Pallas's

cat. He read books and watched videos, filling his notebook

with sketches and facts. He learned that its thick fur traps

heat and its round body stores warmth. Its low ears and flat

face help it survive in the cold. The more he learned, the more

he wanted to share it with others. 'I want everyone to know

about this amazing wildcat,' he told his mom.
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One day, Leo's class announced a special project: each student

would create an exhibit about an animal and its habitat. Leo's

eyes lit up. 'I'll make a mountain habitat for the Pallas's cat!'

he exclaimed. He imagined building a miniature mountain with

rocks, snow, and cozy hiding spots. His teacher smiled and

said, 'That's a wonderful idea, Leo. You can teach us all about

how it survives.'
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At home, Leo gathered materials. He found smooth grey rocks

in the garden and crumpled white paper for snow. He cut out a

small wildcat from cardboard and painted it grey-brown with a

fluffy tail. His mom gave him cotton balls for the thick fur. He

placed everything on a big board and started to build his

mountain. 'This is going to be the best exhibit ever,' he said

proudly.
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Leo worked on his exhibit for days. He stacked rocks to make a

rocky slope and spread white paper to look like snow. He

added small green bushes for a touch of color. In a quiet

corner, he made a cozy den with a little opening. 'The wildcat

needs a place to hide and stay warm,' he explained to his little

sister. She nodded and helped him glue cotton balls around the

den.
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As Leo built, he thought about the wildcat's habitat. Pallas's

cats live in cold, harsh mountains where snow covers the

ground for months. Their thick fur keeps them warm, and their

round body helps them save heat. They are shy and watchful,

often hiding among rocks. Leo made sure his exhibit showed

all these details. He even added tiny paw prints in the snow

using a pencil.
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Finally, the exhibit was ready. Leo set it on a table in the

school hall, along with the other projects. He stood proudly

beside his mountain, wearing his blue knitted sweater and red

scarf. Visitors began to arrive. Some stopped to look at his

exhibit, and Leo eagerly explained, 'This is a Pallas's cat. It

lives in snowy mountains and has thick fur to stay warm.'
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A visitor in a mustard yellow coat and grey hat leaned in to

look. She had kind eyes behind thin glasses and a gentle smile.

'What a wonderful exhibit!' she said. 'Can you tell me more

about how this wildcat survives?' Leo nodded, his heart

swelling with pride. He pointed to the thick fur and explained,

'Its fur traps heat, and its round body helps it stay warm in the

cold.'
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The visitor asked, 'Where does it hide from the wind?' Leo

showed her the cozy den among the rocks. 'It hides in small

spaces like this,' he said. 'Its flat face and low ears help it peek

out without being seen.' The visitor listened carefully and

asked more questions. Leo answered each one, feeling more

confident with every word. He loved sharing what he had

learned.
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As the visitor moved on, Leo noticed other people stopping at

his exhibit. A group of younger children gathered, wide-eyed.

'Is that a real wildcat?' one asked. Leo smiled and said, 'No,

it's a model, but it shows how the real one lives.' He told them

about the snowy mountains and the wildcat's thick fur. The

children listened, and Leo felt proud to teach them something

new.
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Leo's teacher came by and praised his work. 'You've created a

wonderful habitat exhibit, Leo,' she said. 'You've shown how

harsh environments can support amazing wildlife.' Leo

beamed. He realized that by sharing what he learned, he was

helping others understand and care about the Pallas's cat. His

notebook was full of facts, but his exhibit told a story that

everyone could enjoy.
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At the end of the day, Leo packed up his exhibit carefully. He

felt happy and proud. He had learned so much about the

Pallas's cat and its snowy home. He had built a mountain

habitat that taught visitors about survival in cold places. As he

walked home with his mom, he said, 'I want to learn even more

about wildcats and other animals.' His mom smiled and

hugged him.

13



That night, Leo lay in bed thinking about the wildcat. He

imagined it curled up in its cozy den, its thick fur keeping it

warm. He knew that even in harsh, icy places, life finds a way.

He felt grateful for the chance to share that message. 'Maybe

one day I'll see a real Pallas's cat,' he whispered. And with that

happy thought, he fell asleep.
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The next morning, Leo added a new page to his notebook. He

drew a picture of his exhibit and wrote, 'Pallas's cats are built

for cold mountains. Their thick fur and round bodies help them

survive. I built a habitat to show how they live.' He closed the

notebook and smiled. He knew that sharing knowledge was a

wonderful way to help animals and inspire others.
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Leo's exhibit stayed in the school hall for a week. Many visitors

came and learned about the Pallas's cat. Some even asked if

they could build their own exhibits at home. Leo felt happy

that his project sparked curiosity in others. He knew that

harsh environments could support amazing wildlife, and he

was glad he could share that with everyone. He was proud of

his mountain habitat.
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