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Leo loved the rainforest. He had never seen one in person, but
he had read about it in books and watched videos of its
amazing animals. His room was filled with pictures of brightly
colored birds, slow sloths, and tiny frogs. Every day after
school, he would draw the creatures he learned about. His
favorite thing was learning how animals survived in the wild.
He dreamed of one day visiting the real rainforest.

il




One sunny afternoon, Leo's teacher, Ms. Rivera, gave the class
a special assignment. 'For our science fair, you will each build
a model of a habitat,' she said, adjusting her glasses. 'Your
model must show how animals are adapted to their home.'
Leo's eyes grew wide with excitement. He knew exactly what
to do. He would build the most amazing rainforest model ever!
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That evening, Leo sat at the kitchen table with his notebook

and pencil. He read about many rainforest animals: toucans
with big beaks, monkeys with long tails, and sloths that hang
upside down. Then he turned a page and gasped. There was a
picture of a tiny frog. Its skin was so clear that he could see its
tiny heart beating inside! It was called a glass frog, and it lived
in the rainforest.




Leo read more about the glass frog. The little frog was only as
long as a thumbnail. Its see-through skin was pale green, and
its big golden eyes looked like shiny marbles. Leo learned that
the glass frog's clear body helped it hide from danger. When it
sat on a green leaf, it almost disappeared! Leo thought this
was the cleverest adaptation he had ever heard of.
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'T want my model to show a glass frog,' Leo said to his mom.
'‘But how will I make it see-through?' His mom smiled and said,
'‘Maybe you can use clear plastic or a special kind of clay.' Leo
nodded. He was patient and loved a good challenge. He
gathered his supplies: a shoebox, green paper, pipe cleaners,
and a small plastic toy frog. But the toy frog was not see-
through.




Leo thought hard. He wanted his model to be perfect. He tried
drawing the frog on clear plastic, but it did not look right. He
tried making a frog from clear tape, but it was too sticky. He
sighed and put his head on the table. 'This is hard,' he said.
Then he remembered how the glass frog stayed still and
watchful. 'Maybe I need to be patient, too,' he thought.
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The next day at school, Leo asked Ms. Rivera for help. She
adjusted her glasses and looked at his sketches. 'You have a
wonderful idea,"' she said. 'What if you use a clear plastic cup
for the frog's body and paint tiny green spots on it?' Leo's eyes
lit up. 'That's perfect!' he said. He couldn't wait to go home
and try it. His red backpack bounced as he ran to the bus.
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At home, Leo got to work. He covered the inside of the
shoebox with green paper to look like leaves. He twisted
brown pipe cleaners into vines and hung them across the box.
He cut leaf shapes from green paper and glued them
everywhere. Then he made the glass frog from a clear plastic
cup, shaping it into a little frog with long legs and big golden
eyes. It looked just like the picture!
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Leo placed the glass frog on a big green leaf in the middle of
the model. The frog's see-through body blended right in. 'Look,
Mom!" he called. 'The frog is hiding!' His mom came over and
smiled. 'It really looks like it's disappearing,' she said. Leo
explained, 'That's the adaptation. The clear skin helps the frog
hide from danger. Predators can't see it!' He felt proud of his
work.




Leo added more details to his rainforest model. He made a tiny
toucan with a big beak and a sloth hanging from a vine. He
added a little pool of blue paper for water. But the glass frog
was the star. Leo wrote a small sign that said, 'Glass Frog: My
see-through skin helps me hide!' He practiced explaining his
model to his family. He wanted to be ready for the science fair.
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On the day of the science fair, Leo carried his model carefully
into the classroom. He set it on his desk and waited for the
other kids to arrive. Ms. Rivera walked around the room with
her clipboard, looking at each project. When she reached Leo's
desk, she stopped and leaned in close. 'This is wonderful,' she
said. 'Tell me about your glass frog.' Leo took a deep breath
and began to explain.
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Leo spoke clearly and with excitement. 'This is a glass frog,' he
said. 'It lives in the rainforest. Its skin is see-through, so it can
hide on leaves. That's called an adaptation. It helps the frog
stay safe from predators.' Ms. Rivera nodded and smiled.
‘You've explained it perfectly,' she said. "‘Would you like to
share your findings with the whole class?' Leo felt nervous but
also proud. He nodded.
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Leo stood in front of the class and showed his model. He
pointed to the clear frog on the leaf. 'The glass frog's clear
skin is a clever trick,' he said. 'It makes the frog almost
invisible. That's how it survives in the rainforest.' His
classmates clapped. Ms. Rivera said, 'Leo has shown us how
nature's adaptations help animals survive in wonderful ways.'
Leo beamed with pride.
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After the science fair, Leo's model stayed on a special shelf in
the classroom. Ms. Rivera often pointed to it when teaching
about adaptations. Leo felt happy that his project could help
others learn. He kept reading about rainforest animals and
dreamed of becoming a scientist one day. He knew there were
SO many more amazing adaptations to discover.
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That night, Leo lay in bed thinking about the glass frog. He
imagined the tiny frog sitting on a leaf in the real rainforest,
hidden from danger by its see-through skin. He smiled. Nature
was full of surprises, and he wanted to keep exploring. He
promised himself that he would always stay curious about the
world around him.




And whenever Leo saw a frog, he remembered the glass frog
and its clever adaptation. He knew that even the smallest
creatures have amazing ways to survive. He hoped other kids
would learn about them too. With his red backpack full of
books, Leo was ready for his next adventure. Nature's wonders
were waiting, and he couldn't wait to discover them.
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