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In the big blue sea, where the water sparkled like diamonds,

there lived a little jellyfish named Lumi. Her bell was pale pink

and lavender, soft and round like a teacup. She had tiny pearl-

white eyes and delicate tentacles that drifted behind her. Lumi

had one special thing: faint glowing spots that twinkled like

tiny stars. But her light was very, very soft.
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Lumi lived near a colorful reef full of busy creatures. Fish

darted between the coral, and crabs scuttled over the rocks.

Everyone seemed to have a special talent. The angelfish were

bright, the pufferfish were funny, and the sea turtle Oldo was

wise. Lumi watched them all and wished her glow were

stronger. 'My light is too small to matter,' she sighed.
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One day, Lumi hid behind a big sponge and watched the other

creatures play. A group of tiny shrimp swam by, their coral-

orange shells shining. The smallest one, Pip, had big round

black eyes and long antennae that wiggled with curiosity.

'Come play with us!' Pip called to Lumi. But Lumi felt shy and

ducked deeper into the sponge.
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That night, the reef grew dark and shadowy. The moon was

hidden behind clouds, and the water turned deep and black.

Pip and the other little shrimp had swum too far from home.

They couldn't see the reef anymore! 'Where are we?' Pip cried,

his antennae trembling. 'I'm scared!' The other shrimp

huddled close, their tiny claws shaking.
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Nana, Pip's mother, searched everywhere. Her warm amber

shell glowed softly in the dark, but not enough to light the way.

'My little ones are lost!' she called. Oldo the old sea turtle

heard her. His mossy green shell was wide and wrinkled. 'We

must find them,' he said gently. 'But who can light the dark

reef?'
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Lumi heard the worried voices. Her heart beat fast. She

wanted to help, but she was afraid. 'What if my glow is too

faint?' she whispered. Oldo swam over slowly. 'Little Lumi,' he

said, his kind dark eyes twinkling, 'quiet talents are still gifts.

Your light may be soft, but it is yours.' Lumi took a deep breath

and nodded.
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Lumi swam forward bravely. 'I will help,' she said, her voice

small but steady. 'Follow me.' She began to glow, her faint

spots twinkling like tiny stars. The shrimp gasped with wonder.

'It's beautiful!' Pip chirped. Lumi led the way into the dark

reef, her gentle glow lighting the shadows just enough to see.
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The reef was full of dark corners and scary shapes. But Lumi's

soft light made the way clear. 'Stay close,' she told the little

shrimp. Pip and the others followed her glowing bell, their tiny

legs paddling fast. 'I can see the coral!' Pip shouted. Lumi

smiled and kept going, her delicate tentacles trailing behind

her like ribbons.
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Suddenly, a big shadow loomed ahead. The shrimp squeaked

and hid behind Lumi. But it was only a friendly grouper,

yawning in its sleep. Lumi's glow showed it was harmless. 'It's

okay,' she said gently. 'Just keep following my light.' The

shrimp relaxed and swam on, trusting Lumi's quiet glow to

guide them.
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Lumi led the shrimp past tall sea grass and through a narrow

arch of rock. Her soft light bounced off the coral, making tiny

rainbows. 'Your glow is like a lantern!' Pip said. Lumi felt

warm inside. She had never thought her light was useful

before. Now, with every little step, she grew braver and

braver.
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At last, Lumi saw a familiar shape ahead. It was Nana,

searching frantically! 'Mother!' Pip cried. Nana turned and

saw the little shrimp swimming behind Lumi's glow. 'My

babies!' she shouted with joy. She swam over and wrapped her

antennae around them. 'Thank you, Lumi,' Nana said warmly.

'You brought them home.'
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Oldo the turtle swam up slowly, his wrinkled flippers moving

gently. 'Well done, little Lumi,' he said. 'Your gentle glow was

exactly what we needed.' All around, the reef creatures

gathered. The fish and crabs and shrimp cheered. 'Hooray for

Lumi!' they shouted. Lumi's faint glow seemed to shine a little

brighter with happiness.
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Pip swam up to Lumi and gave her a tiny hug with his little

claws. 'You saved us,' he said. 'Your light is the best light!'

Lumi's pearl-white eyes sparkled. She realized that her glow

wasn't too small after all. It was just right for helping friends.

'Thank you, Pip,' she whispered. 'I'm glad I could help.'
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From that night on, Lumi never hid her glow again. She swam

through the reef with her head high, her soft light twinkling.

The other creatures smiled when they saw her coming. 'Here

comes Lumi!' they would say. 'Her gentle glow makes everyone

feel safe.' Lumi learned that even a quiet talent can be a

wonderful gift.
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Nana often brought her shrimp family to visit Lumi. Pip would

tell the story of the dark reef to anyone who would listen. 'And

then Lumi's glow lit the way!' he would say. Lumi would blush

pink and lavender. She felt proud of her small, soft light. It had

brought courage and kindness to everyone around her.
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So if you ever swim in a dark reef and see a faint, gentle glow,

it might be Lumi. She will lead you safely home, just as she did

for Pip and the shrimp. And she will remind you that no talent

is too small. Even the quietest glow can light the way for a

friend.
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