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In a sunny garden full of tall grass and shiny leaves, there

lived a little gecko named Gino. He had bright lime-green skin

with tiny orange spots, big round amber eyes, and a wide

friendly smile. Gino loved to invent things. He wore round blue

goggles pushed up on his head and a small brown tool belt full

of tiny tools. His slim tail curled up whenever he was thinking

hard.
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Gino's best friend was a plump spring-green frog named Fred.

Fred had a pale yellow belly, large dark brown eyes, and long

strong back legs. He wore a simple red neckerchief and always

went barefoot. Fred loved to hop everywhere. He hopped to

the pond, he hopped to the flowers, and he hopped back home

again. Hopping was his favorite thing in the whole world.
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One afternoon, Fred came hopping up to Gino with a sad look

on his face. "Ouch," he said. "My feet hurt when I hop on the

rocky path." Gino looked at Fred's pink toe pads. They were

soft and squishy. Gino's own feet had sticky pads that let him

climb anything. "Don't worry, Fred," said Gino. "I will invent

something to help you. I will make you shoes!"
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Gino got to work right away. He spread out his tiny tools and

thought hard. "Shoes need to be sticky so they don't fall off,"

he said. He found some gooey tree sap and coated a pair of

leaf-shoes with it. "Try these!" he said. Fred slipped them on.

But when he tried to hop, his feet stuck to the ground. He

pulled and pulled. "I can't jump!" he cried.

4



Gino frowned and his tail curled. "Too sticky," he said. "Let's

try slippery." He found some shiny, smooth pebbles and made a

pair of stone-shoes. "These will slide right off the rocks," he

said. Fred put them on. He tried to hop. Whoosh! His feet slid

out from under him, and he landed in a soft bush. "Too

slippery!" said Fred, laughing a little. "I can't jump at all!"
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Gino tried again. "Maybe they need to be big and heavy so

they don't slip," he said. He found two heavy wooden blocks

and carved them into big clunky shoes. Fred put them on. He

tried to hop. But his feet felt like they were glued to the

ground. He could barely lift one foot. "Too heavy!" said Fred. "I

can't jump at all!" Gino sighed and his tail drooped.
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Gino sat down and watched Fred. Fred was hopping on the

soft grass now, and he looked happy. Then Fred hopped onto

the rocky path and said, "Ouch!" again. Gino thought, "Hmm,

maybe the shoes should be soft like grass, not sticky or

slippery or heavy." He looked at his own sticky feet. They were

soft and light. "That's it!" he said. "The shoes must be soft and

light and comfortable!"
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Gino searched the garden for soft things. He found fluffy

dandelion fluff, but it was too wispy. He found smooth flower

petals, but they tore too easily. Then he found a patch of soft,

light moss that grew near the pond. It was springy and gentle.

"This feels nice," he said. He picked a handful and took it back

to his workshop.
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Gino carefully shaped the moss into two little shoes. He added

a thin layer of soft, woven grass on the bottom to make them

strong. He lined them with the softest petals he could find.

"These are light," he said. "And they are soft." He added a little

strap to keep them on. Then he showed them to Fred. Fred's

eyes grew wide. "They look comfortable!" he said.

9



Fred slipped his feet into the moss shoes. They felt like

walking on a cloud. He tried a small hop. "Ooh!" he said. He

tried a bigger hop. "Ahh!" He hopped across the grass. He

hopped onto the rocky path. "No ouch!" he shouted. He

hopped higher and higher. The shoes stayed on and felt soft

and light. "I can jump!" said Fred. "I can jump all day!"
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Gino watched Fred hop happily around the garden. Fred

hopped to the pond and back. He hopped over a flower and

under a bush. He did a little dance in the air. "These are the

best shoes ever!" said Fred. "They are so comfortable!" Gino

smiled. His tail curled with joy. "I'm glad you like them," he

said. "But I couldn't have done it without you."
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Fred tilted his head. "What do you mean?" he asked. Gino

explained, "Every time you tried a shoe and said it didn't work,

I learned something. You showed me what you really needed. A

good invention must suit the one who uses it." Fred nodded.

"So you watched me and listened to me," he said. "And then

you made the right shoes." Gino nodded. "Exactly!"
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Gino looked at his tool belt and his blue goggles. He felt proud.

He had tried many funny shoes: too sticky, too slippery, too

heavy. But each try taught him something new. Now Fred

could hop all day without hurting his feet. Gino learned that

inventing is not just about making things. It is about making

things that work for your friend.
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Fred wore his soft light-blue shoes with white soles every day.

He hopped to the pond, to the flowers, and back home again.

His feet never hurt. "Thank you, Gino!" he called. "You are the

best inventor ever!" Gino waved from his workshop. "And you

are the best test helper!" he called back. They both laughed

and hopped together in the warm sunshine.
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Sometimes Gino made new shoes for other friends too. He

made big shoes for the turtle and tiny shoes for the mouse.

Each time, he remembered to watch and listen. "What feels

good to you?" he always asked. And he always tried to make

the shoes just right for the one who would wear them. That, he

knew, was the secret to a happy invention.
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And so, in the sunny garden, Gino the gecko and Fred the frog

stayed the best of friends. Fred hopped happily all day long in

his comfortable shoes. Gino kept inventing and learning. And

whenever someone needed help, Gino would smile, push up his

blue goggles, and say, "Let's find out what works for you."

Because a good invention must suit the one who uses it.
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