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Leo was a curious boy with warm brown skin, short curly black

hair, and freckles across his nose. He loved exploring the

ocean and carried a canvas satchel with a magnifying glass.

One sunny morning, he put on his bright yellow jacket and red

sneakers. 'Today I'll find something amazing,' he said with a

gap-toothed smile. His mum smiled and handed him a snack

for the trip.
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Leo and his mum walked to the beach. The waves rolled in and

out, and the air smelled salty. Leo shaded his dark brown eyes

and looked at the water. 'What lives in the seagrass?' he asked.

His mum pointed to the shallow water. 'Lots of creatures hide

there,' she said. 'You have to look closely.' Leo took out his

magnifying glass and crept toward the water's edge.
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In the clear water, Leo saw a strange shape drifting among the

seagrass. It looked like a piece of seaweed, but it had tiny eyes

and a long snout. 'Mum, look!' he whispered. 'Is that a fish?'

His mum leaned in. 'That's a leafy seadragon,' she said. 'It's a

fish that looks just like seaweed.' Leo stared, amazed. The

seadragon, named Pip, floated calmly, its leafy flaps swaying

like plants.
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Leo watched Pip for a long time. The seadragon didn't swim

away; it just drifted, perfectly hidden. 'Why does it look like

that?' Leo asked. 'Its leafy body is camouflage,' Mum

explained. 'It helps the seadragon hide from danger and

surprise its food.' Leo thought about that. 'So the leaves are

like a disguise?' 'Exactly,' said Mum. 'That's how it survives.'
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Leo wanted to understand more. He took photos and sketched

Pip in his notebook. 'I wish I could see how it hides so well,' he

said. His mum smiled. 'Why don't we build a model at home?

You can make your own seagrass and a pretend seadragon.'

Leo's eyes lit up. 'Yes! I can test the camouflage myself.' He

gathered a few blades of seagrass to take home.
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Back home, Leo spread his materials on the table. He had

green and yellow paper, cardboard, fabric scraps, glue, and

buttons. His mum put on her gardening gloves to help. 'Let's

make the seagrass first,' she said. They cut long, wavy strips of

green paper and glued them to a cardboard base. Leo's curly

hair bounced as he worked. 'This will be the ocean floor,' he

said.
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Next, Leo made the seadragon. He cut a small body from

cardboard and painted it golden-tan. He glued on leaf shapes

cut from green and yellow fabric. Two buttons became eyes,

and he stitched simple fins. 'It looks just like Pip!' he said. His

mum asked, 'How will you know if it hides well?' Leo thought.

'I'll put it in the seagrass and see if I can spot it.'
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Leo placed his model seadragon among the paper seagrass. He

stepped back and squinted. 'I can't see it!' he said. He moved

closer. The little craft seadragon blended right in, its leaf flaps

matching the seagrass. 'It's camouflaged!' he cheered. His

mum clapped. 'You've made a perfect model,' she said. 'Now

you can see how camouflage works.' Leo beamed.
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Leo wanted to share his discovery. He called his friend Mia

over. 'Look at my seagrass model,' he said. Mia searched for

the seadragon. 'Where is it?' she asked. Leo pointed. 'Right

there!' Mia finally spotted it and laughed. 'It's so hidden!' Leo

explained how the real leafy seadragon uses camouflage to

survive. Mia was amazed. 'Nature is so clever,' she said.
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That night, Leo dreamed of swimming with Pip. In his dream,

the seadragon drifted through the seagrass, its leafy body

waving. Leo tried to follow, but Pip disappeared into the green.

When Leo woke up, he knew he wanted to learn more. He

decided to visit the ocean again and watch Pip even longer. 'I'll

be a seadragon scientist,' he told his mum.
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The next weekend, Leo and his mum returned to the beach.

Leo brought his magnifying glass and notebook. He waded into

the shallow water and waited. Soon, he saw a familiar leafy

shape. Pip was there, drifting calmly. Leo watched how Pip

moved its leafy flaps to stay hidden. 'It's like a dance,' he

whispered. He sketched every detail, feeling like a real

explorer.
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Leo noticed that Pip stayed near the thickest seagrass. When a

larger fish swam by, Pip froze and blended in perfectly. Leo

wrote in his notebook: 'Camouflage helps Pip hide from danger

and catch food.' He felt proud to understand something so

important. His mum asked, 'What did you learn?' Leo said,

'Adaptations help animals survive.' Mum nodded. 'That's right.'

12



On the way home, Leo talked about his model. 'I want to make

it even better,' he said. 'Maybe I can add more seagrass and a

hidden cave.' His mum smiled. 'You can keep experimenting,'

she said. 'That's what scientists do.' Leo felt a warm glow. He

loved that his curiosity led to discoveries. 'I can't wait to build

a bigger model,' he said.
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At home, Leo added more seagrass to his model. He made a

small cave from a cardboard tube. Then he hid his model

seadragon inside. 'Now it's even harder to find!' he said. His

mum looked. 'You're right,' she said. 'You've made it just like

the real ocean.' Leo felt proud. He realized that building the

model helped him understand camouflage much better.
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Leo showed his improved model to his class. He explained how

the leafy seadragon uses camouflage to survive. 'It looks like

seaweed so predators can't see it,' he said. His classmates

were fascinated. 'Can we build our own models?' they asked.

Leo smiled. 'Sure! It's fun to study nature.' His teacher praised

him. Leo felt happy that he could share his passion with

others.
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That evening, Leo sat with his mum. 'I learned that animals

have clever ways to survive,' he said. 'Like Pip's leafy body.'

His mum hugged him. 'And you have a clever way of learning,'

she said. Leo looked at his model seadragon and smiled. He

knew that nature was full of surprises, and he couldn't wait to

explore more. 'Adaptations are amazing,' he said.
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