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Sam loved the ocean more than anything. He read every book

about sea animals and knew that the blue whale is the biggest

animal on Earth. In class, he often daydreamed about

swimming beside one. His teacher, Miss Rivera, smiled when

he shared whale facts. Sam kept a pencil behind his ear, just in

case he needed to draw.
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One morning, Sam told his class, 'A blue whale can grow as

long as a basketball court!' His friend Maya's eyes went wide.

Leo crossed his arms. 'No way,' he said. 'That's too big for our

classroom.' Sam grinned. 'Let's find out,' he said. He pulled a

measuring tape from his satchel. Miss Rivera nodded. 'Go

ahead, Sam.'
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Sam unrolled a long sheet of paper across the classroom floor.

He measured carefully, marking the length with chalk. 'A blue

whale can be thirty metres long,' he said. 'That's longer than

our school bus!' Maya helped hold the tape. Leo watched, his

mouth open. 'Wow,' he whispered. 'That really is huge.' Sam

smiled and began to sketch.
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Sam drew the whale's giant head and its long, sleek body.

Maya coloured the ocean blue around it. Miss Rivera gave

them space to work. 'Don't forget the flippers,' Sam said. He

drew a heart as big as a car. 'A blue whale's heart is huge!' he

told everyone. The classroom buzzed with excitement. Soon,

other kids wanted to help too.
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Leo asked, 'What does a blue whale eat?' Sam drew tiny

shrimp called krill. 'It eats millions of krill every day,' he said.

'But it doesn't eat people.' Maya added a school of fish. Sam

drew sea turtles and dolphins too. 'The ocean is full of life,' he

said. 'Every animal has a home here.' The drawing grew and

grew.
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Sam measured a blue whale's eye and drew it small. 'Its eye is

about the size of a grapefruit,' he said. Leo laughed. 'That's

tiny compared to its body!' Sam nodded. 'That's why we need

to protect them,' he said. 'They're big, but they still need our

help.' Maya drew a tiny baby whale next to its mother.
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Sam told the class about ocean dangers. 'Plastic bags can look

like food to whales,' he said. 'And loud ships can confuse

them.' Leo frowned. 'That's not fair,' he said. Sam drew a

whale swimming away from a plastic bag. 'We can help by

using less plastic and keeping beaches clean,' he said. The

class listened carefully.
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Maya asked, 'What else can we do?' Sam drew a picture of kids

cleaning a beach. 'We can pick up litter,' he said. 'And we can

tell others about the ocean.' Miss Rivera clapped her hands.

'That's a wonderful idea,' she said. 'Let's make a promise to

protect the ocean.' The children cheered. Sam felt proud.
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The life-size whale drawing now stretched across the entire

classroom floor. Kids walked around it carefully. 'I never knew

a whale was this big,' Leo said. 'Now I want to protect them

too.' Sam beamed. 'We can all help,' he said. He drew a big

blue heart on the whale's side. 'This is for the ocean,' he said.
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Miss Rivera invited other classes to see the drawing. Sam

explained each part: the krill, the turtles, the dolphins. 'The

ocean is like a big neighborhood,' he said. 'We need to keep it

clean for all the animals.' The visitors were amazed. Leo

handed out small blue ribbons. 'Wear these to remember,' he

said.
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That afternoon, the principal came to see. 'This is fantastic,'

she said. 'You've taught us all something important.' Sam's

cheeks turned pink. 'It was a team effort,' he said. Maya and

Leo nodded. 'We all helped,' Maya said. 'And we'll keep

helping,' Leo added. The class cheered. Sam's pencil wiggled

behind his ear.
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Sam looked at the whale drawing one last time. 'You know,' he

said, 'the ocean is huge, but it needs our care.' His friends

nodded. 'Let's start a beach clean-up club,' Maya suggested.

'Yes!' everyone shouted. Sam smiled so wide his gap tooth

showed. 'Together, we can make a difference,' he said. And

they did.
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The next week, Sam's class went to the beach. They wore

gloves and carried bags. They picked up plastic bottles and

wrappers. 'Look!' Leo shouted. 'A crab!' They watched it

scuttle to safety. Sam drew a quick picture in his sketchbook.

'This is why we clean,' he said. 'So animals can live safely.'
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Back in class, Sam added the crab to the big drawing. Miss

Rivera hung photos of the clean-up on the wall. 'You're ocean

heroes,' she said. Sam felt warm inside. He knew that even

small actions help. Maya drew a poster: 'Keep the ocean blue!'

They hung it in the hallway for everyone to see.
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At the end of the year, Sam's drawing was still on the floor.

New students traced the whale's outline with their fingers. 'It's

the biggest animal in the world,' Sam told them. 'And we need

to protect it.' The new kids nodded. Sam gave them each a

blue ribbon. 'Welcome to the ocean protectors,' he said.
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Sam still carries a pencil behind his ear. He still loves learning

about the biggest animals. But now he knows that even a small

boy can make a big difference. 'The ocean is full of life,' he

says. 'And we should all work together to protect it.' Maya and

Leo smile. 'We will,' they say. And they mean it.
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